UK antidepressant use {#cesec10}
=====================

From 1998 to 2012, the number of antidepressants dispensed in England rose by 25 million, according to [research](http://www.qualitywatch.org.uk/focus-on/antidepressant-prescribing){#interrefs10} by the Nuffield Trust and Health Foundation. Almost half of that increase took place between 2008, the start of recession, and 2012, with a rise of 8·5% per year compared with 6·7% before. The increase has been faster than the incidence of depression itself.

UNICEF funding crisis {#cesec20}
=====================

More than 200 000 children younger than 5 years in Somalia could be at risk of dying from malnutrition by the end of 2014. UNICEF, which provides 70% of health care in the country, has received only US\$15 million of \$150 million needed to continue to provide essential health services in the Horn of Africa; an appeal has been issued to prevent suspension of care.

California for condoms {#cesec30}
======================

The Californian Assembly has passed a bill requiring adult performers to wear condoms during pornographic films recorded in the USA. AIDS activists and health professionals support the mandate, which has been criticised by the adult film industry. The aim is to reduce the spread of HIV in the industry.

MERS update {#cesec40}
===========

The number of cases of Middle Eastern respiratory syndrome coronavirus is continuing to rise, with 636 confirmed cases linked to countries in the Middle East. Four first cases of the virus have been reported in Iran and two first cases have been reported in Algeria; a sixth person has died from the virus in Jordan.
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Bring to a head {#cesec50}
===============

US President Barack Obama hosted a conference on June 5, which emphasised the risks of head injuries in young athletes and promoted ways to avoid and treat concussion. With reports of dementia in many former players, the National Football League will spend US\$25 million in the next 3 years to promote youth sports safety.
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HIV in Hong Kong {#cesec60}
================

154 cases of HIV infections were recorded in Hong Kong in the first quarter of this year, according to the country\'s Center for Health Protection, bringing the cumulative total reported since 1984 to 6496. Furthermore, 20 new cases of HIV/AIDS were reported in the first quarter of 2014. Sexual transmission is the main method of HIV transmission in Hong Kong.

MS guidelines {#cesec70}
=============

NICE has published a draft version of their [new guidelines](http://www.nice.org.uk/nicemedia/live/13595/67516/67516.pdf){#interrefs20} for multiple sclerosis. The update will include recommendations for management in primary and secondary care, incorporating new findings over the past 10 years. The draft was prepared by a group containing different health-care professionals and people with the disorder, and is open to consultation until June 10.

90-90-90 {#cesec80}
========

To address the HIV epidemic, countries in Latin America and the Caribbean have pledged to increase to 90% the proportion of people who know they have HIV, those on antiretroviral treatment, and those with suppressed viral load. The [new target](http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?id=9655%3Anew-90-90-90-targets-for-controlling-the-hivaids-epidemic-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean&option=com_content){#interrefs30}---"90-90-90"---was adopted on May 28, in a forum organised by partners including UNAIDS, and the Pan American Health Organization/ WHO.

Drugs in Europe {#cesec90}
===============

According to a [2014 report](http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/edr2014){#interrefs40}, Europe\'s drug problem is becoming increasingly complex. Although use of established drugs has declined, a wider variety of substances is appearing on the market. In 2013, 81 new substances were reported, 29 of which were highly potent synthetic drugs that are potentially more harmful than their predecessors.

Free treatment in Kerala {#cesec100}
========================

A programme to provide free diagnosis, treatment, and medicines to people visiting government hospitals, was announced by the health department in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India, on May 31. The project, dubbed Karunya Keralam, will make all laboratory tests and operations except organ transplantation free, with an aim to provide treatment to all, not just some, residents.

FDA approves implantable device {#cesec110}
===============================

The US Food and Drug Administration has approved the [CardioMEMS HF System](http://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm399024.htm){#interrefs50}, which measures the pulmonary artery pressure and heart rate of patients with New York Heart Association class III heart failure admitted to hospital. The device is the first permanently implantable wireless system designed to monitor the health of patients remotely.

Sanitation street {#cesec120}
=================

The UN has launched a [campaign](http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47908#.U42pKCjb441){#interrefs60} to end open defecation and improve access to toilets and latrines for the 2·5 billion people worldwide with no basic sanitation. With help from Sesame Street character Raya, developed to engage children in messages about hygiene, the campaign focuses on how to reach the sanitation targets of the Millennium Development Goals.
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For ***The Lancet* News podcast** see <http://www.thelancet.com/lancet-news-audio/>
